United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O.Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE j 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/504,822 


01/21/2005 


Kikuo Yamada 


HOS-72 


2030 



7590 10/16/2008 

H. Jay Spiegel and Associates PC 
P.O. Box 11 

Mount Vernon, V A 22121 



EXAMINER 



SCRUGGS, ROBERT J 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3723 



MAIL DATE 



10/16/2008 



DELIVERY MODE 



PAPER 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



\jiii\*xj rw*ii\jiM ^umiiicii y 


Application No. 

10/504,822 


Applicant(s) 

YAM ADA, KIKUO 


Examiner 

ROBERT SCRUGGS 


Art Unit 

3723 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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4a) Of the above claim(s) 7 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to the amendment received on June 14, 2006. 
Claims 1-6 and 8-19 remain pending in the application and have been fully examined. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted on October 6, 2004, 
November 17, 2005, November 23, 2005, April 10, 2007 and October 3, 2007 are in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statements have been considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-6, 8-16, 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Zell (1585006). 

In reference to claim 1, Zell discloses a cleaning tool comprising a cleaning component, 
wherein the cleaning component comprises, a bulging component (10) bent in a U- 
shape (Figure 2), a handle insertion component (9) formed on the inside of said bulging 
component, and a pleated component (11) formed along and underneath the bulging 
component. 
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In reference to claim 2, Zell also discloses that the pleated component is formed in a 
narrow rectangular shape (Figure 3). 

In reference to claims 3 and 6, Zell also discloses that a sheet bundle cut surface is 
formed at the upper part of the bulging component (see figure below). 




In reference to claim 4, Zell also discloses the bulging component has a pleated 
component on its upper portion (see figure above). 

In reference to claim 5, Zell also discloses a rectangular pleated component formed by 
making a sheet bundle comprising a plurality of stacked sheets (11) of which at least 
one has numerous cuts therein (Figure 3), wherein the sheet bundle is bent in two (i.e. 
first bend) so that one side overlaps with another side, a seal component (12) formed 
near the pleated component to form a bulging component demarcated from the pleated 
component, wherein the sheet bundle is further bent in a U-shape (i.e. second bend), 
wherein a space formed in the bulging component constitutes a handle insertion 
component. 
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In reference to claims 8 and 10, Zell also inherently discloses a method for 
manufacturing a cleaning component, comprising the steps of forming a rectangular 
pleated component (13) by bending one side on another side of a sheet bundle 
comprising a plurality of stacked sheets (first bending step, as shown above), forming a 
seal component (formed as the outer surface of element 10) near the pleated 
component of this sheet bundle bent in two to form a bulging component (10) 
demarcated from the pleated component, further bending the sheet bundle in two so 
that the sides of the pleated component overlap with one another (second bending step, 
as shown above) and linking the bent sides together by component (12). 

In reference to claim 9, Zell also discloses having cut lines are made along the sheet 
bundle (Figure 3). 

In reference to claim 11, Zell also discloses a handle component (8) connected to the 
cleaning component. 

In reference to claim 12, Zell also discloses a cleaning tool comprising, a sheet bundle 
comprising a plurality of stacked sheets (11), a pleated component (13) formed by 
bending one side of the sheet bundle onto another side sheets (first bending step, as 
shown above), a linear seal component formed as the area above the pleated section 
and below the stitching (see figure below) formed parallel to the pleated component, 
wherein the sheet bundle is bent in two lengthwise to form a U-shape (second bending 
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step, as shown above) and a handle insertion component space is formed in the U- 
shape (Figure 2). 




In reference to claim 13, Zell also discloses that the sheet bundle has numerous cuts 
therein (see figure above). 



In reference to claim 14, Zell also shows that a bulging component (10) is formed by the 
pleated component and the seal component (see figure above). 



In reference to claims 15 and 16, Zell also discloses connecting means for connecting 
portions of the bulging component, wherein the connecting means is formed as stitching 
(12). 
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In reference to claim 18, Zell also discloses a support component (9) of a handle 
component for inserting into the handle insertion component of the cleaning component. 



In reference to claim 19, Zell also shows a notch at an upper end of the cleaning 
component (see figure below). 




Notch 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 17, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Zell 
(1585006) in view of Bailey (2255872). Zell discloses the claimed invention previously 
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mentioned above, but lacks, having the bulging component and the pleating component 
created separately and then connected by stitching. However, Bailey teaches of 
creating a pleated component (13) and a bulging component (14) separately and than 
and connecting these members together by stitching (Page 1, Column 1, Lines 35-39). 
One of ordinary skill in the art could have applied the known technique of creating a 
pleated component and a bulging component separately and than and connecting these 
members together by stitching, as taught by Bailey, in the same way to the device, of 
Zell, and the results would have been predictable. In this situation, one could more 
effectively provide a passage for connection to a handle member thereby creating a 
more durable and resilient support. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Tanaka et al. (6813801) also teaches of forming cut lines on 
sheet members. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ROBERT SCRUGGS whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8682. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Hail can be reached on 571-272-4485. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

RS 

/Joseph J. Hail, III/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3723 



